Cyprus. A place to discover
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UNSHINE AND MORE
Smell the jasmine and the wild thyme.
Taste one of the oldest wines
of the world.
Walk in pine scented forests,
or ski on the snowy peaks in the morning.
Take a dip in the warm blue waters
of the Mediterranean Sea in the afternoon.
Wonder at Greek temples, Byzantine churches
and ancient artefacts thousands of years old.
Play a round of golf, go cycling, or hiking
round the countryside, or take up a new sport.
Feel at one with nature, or dance the night
away.
Look beyond sun and sea.
In Cyprus there is much to enjoy, see and do.
It’s a whole world condensed in a small area.
Experience it all!
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HIS IS THE LIFE
Sink your toes into warm sand, feel the sun on
your skin and look out on the sparkling blue
Mediterranean Sea. Nothing beats Cyprus for a
beach holiday.
With a wealth of beaches to choose from, you
are bound to find one that suits your taste. There
are fine white sandy beaches with shallow
turquoise waters, or deep water bays with rocky
outcrops perfect for snorkelling or diving.
Long stretches of coastline lend themselves to
jogging, while secluded coves beckon when you
want to be alone. From the quiet backwaters of
the western peninsula, to the lively resorts in the
east, the island has something for everyone.
Whether you want a five star luxury beachside
hotel with every amenity, a hotel apartment or
villa with pool for flexibility, or a quiet hideaway
in a simple family run establishment, the island
can accommodate you.
Savour fresh Mediterranean flavours at
numerous restaurants featuring both local and
international cuisine and live the night away to
the latest sounds or join in a Greek sirtaki dance.
Alternatively, just lie back and enjoy Cyprus’
magical evenings gazing at the stars through
clear skies and lulled by the gentle sounds of the
night crickets. In Cyprus the living is laidback;
you set your own pace.
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NSPIRATION NATURALLY
If you’re a nature lover, Cyprus will
inspire you. From rugged coasts to
mountain peaks, sunny vineyards to
cool pine forests, flat expanses of wheat
fields to lush citrus orchards, the
changing landscape within short
distances offers endless opportunities
for the artist or photographer in you.
Sunshine is practically guaranteed and
not just in the summer. As a year round
destination, each season has its special
allure. Spring, like an impressionist
painting, will delight you with its
profusion of colour. Autumn is pleasant
with its lack of crowds, while the mild
winter, when everything turns green, is
ideal for hiking and cycling, for taking in
the culture, or for long-stay visitors.
The island is a must-visit for
birdwatchers as there are several
endemic bird species and hundreds of
migrating birds passing through. Rare
plants, such as the Cyprus tulip and
cyclamen, will fascinate botanists, while
geologists can marvel at majestic rock
formations derived from millions of
years old oceanic crust. Cyprus is one of
the few places in the Mediterranean
where sea turtles come ashore to breed
on the island's sandy beaches and are
strictly protected, as is the elusive
mouflon, a rare wild mountain sheep
roaming the Troodos mountain sides.
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TEP INTO THE PAST
Experience at first hand one of the oldest
civilisations of the world going back
10,000 years.
Famous for its copper in antiquity, Cyprus
(‘Kypros’ in Greek) has even given the
metal its Latin name, cuprum.
Long coveted by foreign powers due to
its strategic position at the crossroad
between three continents, the island is
like a large open-air museum where you
can see evidence of its chequered past,
making it a mosaic of different
civilisations and periods.
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The cult of Aphrodite, the ancient Greek
mythological goddess of love and beauty,
flourished here. People came from miles
around to take part in the celebrations in
her name. Nowadays a modern version of
the rituals connected with the cult is the
‘Anthestiria’, or spring flower festival.
The island was the first country the
apostles Paul and Barnabas visited in
their mission to spread Christianity and
the first to come under Christian
administration. See the stone column in
Pafos where, legend has it, St Paul was
flogged in AD 45 before converting the
Roman governor there.
Many fine examples of Byzantine art
survived here. Hidden away in the pine
forests, are Cyprus’ painted churches with
their colourful frescoes on walls and
apses, ten of which have been put on the
UNESCO World Heritage List.
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EEL THE HUMAN TOUCH
You’ll be given the warmest of
welcomes in Cyprus. As you travel
round the island you will find that the
spirit of hospitality is very strong.
Cypriots have a reputation for being
friendly, so don’t be surprised if they
invite you into their homes and go out
of their way to treat you as one of the
family. Stay in a restored village house
or inn, part of the island’s agrotourism
project, and experience rural living at
first hand.
Most Cypriots speak English and you
will be instantly accepted and given
a taste of the local culture and way
of life.
The people’s helpful nature means that
if your car ever breaks down you will
never be stuck at the roadside for more
than a few minutes before someone
stops to help.
You’ll make many good friends in
Cyprus!
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EFKOSIA (Nicosia)

and its environs

The 1,000 year old capital
Situated in the middle of the island Lefkosia
(Nicosia) is a busy modern commercial and business
centre. The centre of the city is its old quarter
surrounded by a Venetian sandstone fortress wall
with a moat and heart-shaped bastions. Wander
round narrow streets with their overhanging
balconies and the beautifully restored pedestrian
precinct with craft shops, cafés and tavernas.
Mosques and palm trees give an oriental
atmosphere to the old city. Make sure you stop off
at St John’s Cathedral with its frescoes and the
marvellous museum of Byzantine icons. In the
evening catch a concert in the moat or an exhibition
at the Famagusta Gate, one of the three original
entrances into the old city, which has now been
restored and is used as a cultural centre.
The Cyprus Museum houses the best collection of
archaeological artefacts on the island, including a
first century AD Roman statuette of Aphrodite of
Soli, while the Leventis Museum depicts the history
of the town.
Venture out of Nicosia through olive groves and
orchards and drive up into the pine forest to the
Monastery of Machairas. On the way visit Tamassos,
an ancient copper producing city, and nearby Agios
Irakleidios Convent, which was built in honour of
Cyprus’ first bishop saint. Further on picturesque
villages abound, such as those of Pera and Fikardou
with their cobbled streets and preserved stone and
adobe houses, which will give you a glimpse of
rural life in Cyprus.
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EMESOS (Limassol)
and its environs

Bon viveur Crusader town
The island’s second largest city, Lemesos (Limassol)
spreads out between two ancient city-kingdoms,
Amathous to the east and Kourion to the west, two of
the most spectacular archaeological sites in Cyprus. It
is the island’s main port, the centre of the wine
industry and a bustling holiday resort. A large number
of hotels and hotel apartments line a 15 km coastline
interspersed with eucalyptus groves and linked by a
promenade popular with walkers or joggers.
Wander round the narrow streets of the old town
radiating out from the fishing harbour. The medieval
castle was the site of the royal wedding in the Middle
Ages between Richard the Lionheart and Berengaria of
Navarre, and now houses the Cyprus Medieval
Museum. Browse through the array of goods and
produce in the atmospheric Market.
The town’s inhabitants are renowned for their love of
fun so not surprisingly the nightlife is varied, with all
sorts of tavernas, discos and clubs. Enjoy a summer
concert under the stars in the Greco-Roman theatre of
Kourion, or join in the Bacchian excesses at the Wine
Festival in September, or have fun at the Carnival with
its fancy dress chariot parade and parties.
A short drive out into the surrounding countryside will
take you through vineyards and quaint wine
producing villages. The castle of Kolossi is where the
sweet dessert wine “Commandaria”, the world’s oldest
named wine, was produced by the Knights of St John
of Jerusalem who had their headquarters here in the
Middle Ages.
Germasogeia dam and Akrotiri salt lake, at the edge of
which is the Monastery of St Nicholas of the Cats, are
unique wetlands ideal for observing nature and
wildlife and peaceful places to relax, go for a walk or
indulge in some angling or birdwatching.
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ARNAKA

and its environs

Where East meets West
Both Christianity and Islam have revered
religious sites in Larnaka.
Larnaka was the second home of St. Lazarus,
who lived here after his resurrection and later
became its first Bishop. The impressive 10th
century Church of St Lazarus in the centre of
the town was built over the saint’s tomb and
is one of the finest examples of Byzantine
architecture in Cyprus.
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The mosque of Hala Sultan Tekke, built in
honour of the Prophet Mohammed’s aunt
who died here after falling from her horse, is
an important place of Moslem pilgrimage. Its
minaret rises up amidst a copse of tall palm
and cypress trees, shimmering like an oasis
mirage on the edge of the salt lake, a
favourite winter habitat for flamingoes and
other migratory birds.
The town is built over the ancient citykingdom of Kition, a rich sea port and major
centre of the copper trade and later a
Phoenician stronghold. Its remains can be
seen today in its cyclopean walls made of
giant blocks of stone and a complex of 12th
century BC Mycenaean Greek temples.
Stroll along the palm-lined sea-front
promenade and indulge in some people
watching at one of the many cafés or
restaurants. The nearby marina is a friendly
community of local yacht owners and a haunt
for yachtsmen from all over the world.

12

14

On the outskirts of town, the Angeloktisti
Church in the village of Kiti has rare 6th
century
Byzantine
mosaics.
Solitary
Stavrovouni, dramatically perched on the
peak of a mountain top, is one of the oldest
monasteries in Cyprus. The hills are dotted
with picturesque villages like Vavla or
Lefkara, famous for its local lace and its
filigree silver-ware. Choirokoitia with its
reconstructed round huts and Tenta are
important Neolithic settlements, the former
being a world heritage site.
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AFOS

and its environs

Aphrodite’s realm
In antiquity Pafos was the centre of the cult of
Aphrodite. Swim in the sea by the rocks known as
Petra tou Romiou where the goddess was believed to
have risen from the waves, make a pilgrimage to her
sanctuary at Kouklia, or visit the grotto near Polis
where she was supposed to have bathed.
Pafos, with its pleasant harbour and medieval fort,
combines a cosmopolitan holiday resort, spectacular
countryside and historical sites. It was the capital of
Cyprus for 600 years in ancient times and its
archaeological legacy is such that UNESCO put the
whole town on its World Cultural Heritage List. The
intricate floor mosaics in villas dating back to the
Roman period depicting scenes from Greek
mythology are considered among the finest in the
Eastern Mediterranean. Equally impressive are the
underground Tombs of the Kings carved out of solid
rock and decorated with Doric pillars. The museum
at Maa-Paleokastro near Coral Bay has an interesting
collection of artefacts from the period of Mycenean
Greek colonisation of Cyprus.
Byzantine treasures abound, such as the remarkable
five-domed church of Agia Paraskevi in Geroskipou,
or the ruins of two early Christian basilicas at Agios
Georgios in Pegeia.
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The Monastery of Agios Neofytos has wonderfully
colourful frescoes painted on the walls in a cave that
the hermit carved out of the mountain.
Chrysorrogiatissa Monastery is worth visiting for its
fine icons and a taste of the locally produced vintage
wine from its own winery.
If peace and quiet in harmony with nature are what
you are after, head for the Polis area. The Akamas
peninsula is an area of natural wilderness with
dramatic coastlines and sandy coves. Here you can
explore the various picturesque villages, walk along
one of the many scenic nature trails or take a boat
trip along the dramatic coastline that all form part of
Aphrodite’s playground.
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MMOCHOSTOS (Famagusta)
The South-East Coast

Golden days, silvery nights
Once sleepy fishing villages, Agia Napa on
the south-east coast with its fabulous
sandy beaches, and Protaras, the coastal
area of Paralimni, in the east with its
hundreds of windmills, nowadays buzz
with life.
Spend the day sunning yourself on the
beach, swimming in the warm turquoise
waters or taking a short cruise along the
coast. Some of the best snorkeling and
diving can be had off Cape Gkreko, the
eastern peninsula national forest park,
with its secluded coves and rocky
platforms, impressive cliff top views and
sea caves. In the evening dine at one of the
many restaurants, especially one of the
local ones in Paralimni, or jive to the latest
sounds at one of numerous nightclubs.
Drive through the main potato-growing
area of the island, known collectively as the
Kokkinochoria (red soil villages) because
of the rich red earth in which the crops are
grown. Stop off at the tiny estuary known
by the locals as Potamos and watch the
fishing boats haul in their catch in their
multicoloured baskets.
Culture lovers can explore the medieval
churches found in villages like Sotira or go
round the folk art museums displaying rural
artefacts in Deryneia and Avgorou. The
children will love the new Sea Museum,
“Thalassa”, in Agia Napa, which has an
amazing replica of a 4th century trading
ship which sunk off the coast of Kyrenia.
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HE TROODOS MOUNTAINS
Beneath the whispering pines
Take a trip into the mountains for a
refreshing break from the heat of the
central plains and the coast. Rising to
almost 2000 metres above sea level, the
Troodos peaks provide panoramic views
and a place to go skiing in winter.
Charming villages, some with cobbled
streets and preserved folk architecture,
nestle on terraced slopes amid vineyards
and orchards of almond, hazelnut and
cherry trees. Stop off at one of the cafés or
restaurants next to a burbling mountain
stream and try one of the preserved fruit
desserts served as a typical island
welcome, or dine on the locally produced
rainbow trout, a speciality in the region.
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Spend the day walking along one of the
many nature trails, resting at a picnic site
along the way, or visit the Visitor Centre in
the Troodos forest park area. The Cedar
Valley is home to an unusually large number
of Cypriot cedars and so far from the
madding crowds that the only sounds you
will hear when you switch off the engine of
your car are those of nature. In the evening
nightingales songs will lull you to sleep.
The Troodos mountains are where the
painted churches of Cyprus, superb
examples of Byzantine art, can be found.
The church of Agios Nikolaos tis Stegis in
Kakopetria, together with those of Asinou
and of Panagia tou Araka in the village of
Lagoudera, are considered to be some of
the most outstanding on the island.
Kykkos Monastery, the largest on the
island, has an excellent Byzantine museum
and a golden icon of the Virgin Mary,
allegedly painted by St. Luke.
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YZANTINE ROUTE

The best way to
explore Cyprus is
by car.
An excellent road
network links the
cities making
distances short and
easy, but remember
to drive on the left
hand side of the
road.
Here are some
thematic routes to
help you discover
the island.

See the famous painted churches of Cyprus,
ten Byzantine churches on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List, with their remarkable pitched
wooden roofs, icons and frescoes. Scattered
throughout the Troodos mountain areas of
Marathassa, Solea and Pitsilia, they are often
situated in beautiful settings among the
trees and are bound to impress you.
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UNESCO World
Heritage List

PITSILIA
1. Stavros tou Agiasmati
2. Sotiros
3. Timios Stavros
4. Panagia tou Araka
SOLEA
5. Agios Nikolaos
6. Panagia Podithou
7. Panagia Asinou
MARATHASA
8. Agios Ioannis Lampadistis
9. Panagia Moutoulla
10. Arch. Michael
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LEMESOS
(Limassol)

Erimi

Kolossi

The sun-kissed southern slopes of the Troodos mountains
above Lemesos (Limassol) and Pafos are renowned for their
vineyards and their delightful hillside villages and a perfect
opportunity to meet and mix with the locals. Take a tour of
the wineries and in some wine-tasting, or sample other
grape-based delicacies. Visit an old monastery or the Cyprus Cape Zevgari
Wine Museum at Erimi. Occasionally you may come across
an old stone bridge or a secluded Byzantine church. There
are stylish hill resorts, villages famous for their pottery and
even a donkey sanctuary, Cyprus’ traditional beast of
burden, at Vouni.

Largest wine
companies
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(EUROPEAN PATH E4)
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Pafos International
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The E-paths are designated by the European Ramblers
Association and form a European network of 11 long-distance
walking routes running for many thousands of kilometres
across the whole of Europe. The Cyprus section of path E4
starts or finishes at Larnaka airport, goes through Cape
Gkreko, up into the Troodos mountains and down to the
Akamas region, ending or starting at Pafos airport. Along the
way it takes ramblers through areas of exceptional beauty, and
significant ecological, historical, cultural and scientific interest.

NTIQUITY ROUTE
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Imagine life in the Stone Age by visiting the ancient settlements of Tenta and
Choirokoitia with its quaint reconstructed round huts. Wander through the
remains of the ancient city-kingdom of Kition, once a rich sea port and major
copper trading centre. Admire the spectacular views from the cliff tops of
Amathous and Kourion, the two ancient city-kingdoms that flank the modern
town of Lemesos (Limassol). Amathous was where the world’s largest stone
vase was found, now displayed in the Louvre Museum. The splendid GrecoRoman theatre at Kourion is still used for cultural performances today. Visit
the world heritage sites of the sanctuary of Aphrodite at Kouklia, the Tombs
of the Kings and the exquisite Pafos mosaics.
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LEMESOS
(Limassol)

Kition
(Mycenaean Greek and Phoenican site)
(Ancient city-kingdom)
Choirokoitia
(Prehistoric site)

Tombs of the Kings
Pafos
Mosaics
PAFOS

Sanctuary of
Palaipafos (Kouklia)
Aphrodite’s Sanctuary Apollon Ylatis
(Ancient city-kingdom)
Petra tou Romiou
(Aphrodite’s birthplace)

LARNAKA

Tenta
(Prehistoric site)
Amathous
(Ancient city-kingdom)
LEMESOS
(Limassol)

Kourion
(Ancient city-kingdom)
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PHRODITE ROUTE
Follow in the footsteps of Aphrodite, the
goddess of love and beauty and protectress
of Cyprus.
The route centres on the archaeological
sites dedicated to the ancient cult of
Aphrodite and includes Palaipafos (Kouklia),
Amathous and Kition. These are linked to
other sites and museums with artefacts
related to the goddess.
Wander through layers of history, culture
and mythology as you learn all about her
birth, mythology, character, the rituals
connected with her cult, as well as plants
and seashells associated with her.

LEFKOSIA
(Nicosia)

Cape
Arnaoutis

Akamas

Baths of Aphrodite
Polis

Idalion
(Ancient city-kingdom)
Tamassos
Agia Napa
(Ancient city-kingdom)
Kition
Cape Gkreko
(Ancient city-kingdom)
LARNAKA

Salt
Lake

Lempa
Coral Bay
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Geroskipou
Palaipafos (Kouklia)
Aphrodite’s Sanctuary
(Ancient city-kingdom)

Amathous
(Ancient city-kingdom)
LEMESOS
(Limassol)

Petra tou Romiou
(Aphrodite’s Birthplace)
Cape Aspron
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ko

Ammochostos
(Famagusta)
Deryneia

Paralimni

Frenaros
Avgorou
Sotira

Protaras

Liopetri
Agia Napa

Aradippou

Ormideia

Xylofagou

Potamos
Cape Gkreko

Cape Pyla

LARNAKA
Stavrovouni
Larnaka Int. Airport

Hala Sultan
Tekkesi

Lefkara

Salt Lake

Kiti
Kofinou
Skarinou

E
W

Mazotos

ASTERN ROUTE

Pachyammos

Pomos

Cape Arnaoutis
Baths of
Akamas Aphrodite

Argaka

Lakki
Neon Chorion

Tour the unspoilt western part
of Cyprus. The short route will
take you through the area
around
Polis
with
its
traditional architecture, along
a long stretch of beach to the
villages of Pomos with its
pretty fishing shelter, and
Pachyammos with an important
pilgrimage
church,
returning
through
the
mountains via Stavros tis
Psokas, where you can see
the mouflons, via Lysos and
Peristerona with its Byzantine
museum. The longer trip
takes the scenic route back to
Pafos through the Cedar
Valley, Kykkos Monastery,
Platres and then down
through the Diarizos valley.

Polis
Peristerona

Stavros
tis Psokas

Lysos

Kykkos Monastery

Cedar
Valley

Drouseia

Pedoulas

Troodos

ESTERN ROUTE
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Take in the eastern corner of the
island starting from Agia Napa with
its white sandy beaches or Protaras
with its windmills. Drive through the
agricultural area of the Kokkinochoria
(Red Soil villages), through the city of
Larnaka with its palm-lined seafront.
Continue on through Meneou to Kiti,
making sure you visit the beautiful
Byzantine church of Angeloktisti, as
well as the museum at Mazotos and
the camel park. Admire the
panoramic view from the peak at
Stavrovouni with its monastery and
tour through the picturesque hillside
villages, particularly Lefkara, known
for its lace and silverware.

Meneou

Kathikas
Platres
Pegeia
Agios Nikolaos

Coral Bay

Mandria

Kedares

Lempa

Diarizos Valley

PAFOS

Geroskipou

Agios Georgios
Nikokleia

Pafos International
Airport
Mandria

Petra tou Romiou
(Aphrodite’s birthplace)

29
Cape Aspron
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PECTACULAR TREATS
There’s a myriad of events that take place in
Cyprus throughout the year to tickle your
fancy. Enjoy cultural performances with big
star names in the most romantic settings
from medieval castles to Greco-Roman
theatres under starry Mediterranean skies.
Book a ticket for the annual opera event in
Pafos, attend an ancient Greek drama
festival, enjoy a “Musical Sunday” on the
beach on a winter morning, or chase round
the special stages of the Cyprus Car Rally.
Numerous traditional events are held
throughout the year that you can also enjoy.
Marvel at the sumptuous pageantry of Greek
Orthodox Easter and become part of the
celebrations of the many festivities held on
the island, like Kataklysmos (the Festival of
the Flood) in June, Epiphany by the sea in
winter, or the many colourful village
festivals throughout the summer.
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UN AND GAMES

When you’ve had your fill of sun and sea, try
something new.
Cyprus is perfect for indulging in your
favourite outdoor activities or interests.
Whether you just want to play for fun while on
holiday, or are a professional athlete looking
for winter training, there are facilities here for
all kinds of sports.
European soccer teams have for years been
coming to the island in winter in order to
prepare for the next season. Many Olympic
hopefuls come here to train, such as Greece’s
Olympic gold windsurfing medallist, as well
as the British Olympic team. Catch a top class
international sporting fixture while you’re
here, such as the annual Cyprus Car Rally, or
the Men’s Challenger tennis tournament.
Or play a round of golf at one of the island’s
purpose-built resorts set in peaceful
surroundings with spectacular views.
Cycling and hiking are an enjoyable way both
to keep fit and to explore the island. Short
distances mean that cyclists can hone their
skills on a variety of surfaces ranging from
flat country roads to mountain tracks along
peaceful, unfrequented and scenic routes that
have been tested by many cycling champions.
Being an island, water sports feature strongly
among the many activities available. Discover
the magic of the underwater world by
snorkelling or diving in warm crystal clear
seas. Windsurfing and sailing can be enjoyed
all the year round, thanks to the steady winds
and mild weather, while coastal cruising and
deep-water fishing are also popular. You
could even use the island as a base for a short
cruise to other nearby countries.
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IXING BUSINESS WITH PLEASURE
As the easternmost country of the European Union and at the crossroads
of three continents, Cyprus is a perfect place for conferences,
exhibitions, corporate events and incentive travel programmes. Many
top class hotels provide a range of purpose-built facilities catering for all
types of meetings, from small seminars of just a few people to full-scale
conventions of over a thousand.
Give your staff an incentive to improve their performance by rewarding
them with a golfing holiday. Send them on a wine tour of mountain
villages, or on a walking tour into unspoiled countryside, or organise a
thematic dinner. Offer them a stay at a spa resort in one of the island’s
luxury hotels where friendly and attentive staff will revitalise and
energise them pampering them to their hearts content. Or impress your
clients with a reception on board a yacht.
A large number of destination management companies will make sure
everything goes smoothly for your event, from providing transport, to
setting up audiovisual equipment, or hiring translators and interpreters.
Advanced and reliable telecommunications with fast internet services
mean that you can still stay in close touch with home. And with the
island having a reputation for service and diversity and English being
widely spoken, you are sure to be well taken care of.

Conferences
& Incentives
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Romance,
Food and Crafts

I

SLAND IDYLL

T

Have a right royal wedding in Cyprus, as Richard the
Lionheart, King of England, did when he married
Berengaria of Navarre here in the Middle Ages, and drink
a toast to your future with one of the oldest wines in the
world.
Romance is always in the air in the land of Aphrodite, the
goddess of love herself. Whether you’re tying the knot for
the first time, enjoying a second honeymoon, or
celebrating your jubilee, the island provides the perfect
backdrop with some of the most romantic locations.
Convenient marriage formalities and excellent facilities
make getting married here a piece of cake. And whether
you prefer an intimate family gathering or a lavish
banquet at a luxury hotel, you will find that the island
offers good value for money.

YPICALLY CYPRIOT
A host of products unique to the island will fascinate you.
Get to the heart of Cypriot culture by exploring its
delicious cuisine, an exotic blend of Greek and oriental
dishes. Do as the locals do by dipping a slice of village
bread into a bowl of cracked green olives with coriander
seeds. Try Cyprus’ famous ‘halloumi’ cheese with
watermelon, for an unusual combination of flavours. Or
go for everything by ordering ‘mezedes’, a lavish feast of
local delicacies.
Wash it all down with one of the local beers or wines.
You’ll love the taste of the sweet Commandaria wine,
whose origins go back to the depths of time. If you’re
brave enough, have a shot of ‘zivania’ straight from the
fridge. Made from highly-distilled grape juice, it is almost
pure alcohol and packs a neat punch. Other grape
products include the rubbery ‘shoushoukko’ that you can
see hanging from roadside stalls in mountain villages
from where you can also buy jars of ‘glyko’, the preserved
fruit sweets traditionally served to all guests.
Cyprus handicrafts will delight you.
Check out the wide selection available at the Handicraft
Centre in Lefkosia (Nicosia) and the many souvenir shops.
You will find ceramic replicas of ancient pots found in the
museum, intricately carved wooden bridal chests with
Mediterranean motifs, colourful basketware, silver and
copperware, as well as Lefkara lace and embroidery.
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I n f o r m a t i o n
Visit the Tourist Information
Offices in any of the main
towns and resorts for
personal assistance and
guidance. Open every day
except Sundays.
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TOURIST INFORMATION
OFFICES IN CYPRUS
Lefkosia (Nicosia)
Tel: 22 67 42 64
Lemesos (Limassol)
Tel: 25 36 27 56

CTO OFFICES ABROAD
CYPRUS
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Leoforos Lemesou 19, Lefkosia (Nicosia)
P.O.Box 24535, CY 1390 Lefkosia (Nicosia) Cyprus
Tel. (00357) 22 69 11 00, Fax: (00357) 22 33 16 44
E-mail: cytour@visitcyprus.com
Web-site: www.visitcyprus.com
UNITED KINGDOM
CYPRUS TOURIST OFFICE
17, Hanover Street London W1S 1YP
Tel. 0207 569 8800, Fax: 0207 499 4935
E-mail: informationcto@btconnect.com

Germasogeia
Tel: 25 32 32 11
GREECE - ATHENES
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Voukourestiou 38, Kolonaki, Athens 10673
Tel. (210) 36 10 178, (210) 36 10 057
Fax: (210) 36 44 798
E-mail: cto–athens@ath.forthnet.gr
GREECE-THESSALONIKI
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Nikis Ave., 37, Thessaloniki 54013, P.O.Box 50046
Tel. (2310) 242880, Fax: (2310) 286881
E-mail: kotthes@the.forthnet.gr

Lemesos Harbour
Tel: 25 57 18 68
Larnaka
Tel: 24 65 43 22
Larnaka Airport
Tel: 24 64 35 76
Pafos
Tel: 26 93 28 41
Kato Pafos
Tel: 26 93 05 21

IRELAND
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
71 Lower Leeson Str., Dublin 2
Tel. 00 353-1-6629269, Fax: 00 353-1-6629270
E-mail: cyprusinfo@eircom.net

ITALY
ENTE NAZIONALE PER IL TURISMO DI CIPRO
Via Santa Sofia 6, 20122 Milano
Tel. 02 58 31 98 35, 02 58 30 33 28
Fax: 02 58 30 33 75
E-mail: info@turismocipro.it

GERMANY - FRANKFURT
FREMDENVERKEHRSZENTRALE ZYPERN
Zeil 127, 60313 Frankfurt
Tel. (069) 25 19 19, Fax: (069) 25 02 88
E-mail: info@cto–fra.de

UNITED STATES
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANIZATION
13 East 40th Str. New York, NY 10016
Tel. (00 1212) 683-5280, Fax: (00 1212) 683-5282
E-mail: gocyprus@aol.com

Agia Napa
Tel: 23 72 17 96

GERMANY - BERLIN
FREMDENVERKEHRSZENTRALE ZYPERN
Wallstr. 27, 10179 Berlin
Tel. 0 30-23 45-75 90, Fax: 0 30-23 45-75 92
E-mail: cto_berlin@t—online.de

ISRAEL
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Top Tower-14th floor, Dizengoff Centre
50 Dizengoff Str., - Tel-Aviv 64332
Tel. 00-972-3-52 57 442, Fax: 00-972-3-52 57 443
E-mail: cto@netvision.net.il

Platres
Tel: 25 42 13 16

SWITZERLAND
FREMDENVERKEHRSZENTRALE ZYPERN
Gottfried Keller – Strasse 7, CH-8001 Zürich
Tel. (+4144) 262 3303, Fax: (+4144) 251 2417
Geneva: Tel: (+4122) 741 33 03
E-mail: ctozurich@bluewin.ch

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - MOSCOW
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Povarskaya 9, Building 2, 121069, Moscow
Tel. 007 495 223 9684, Fax: 007 495 744 2955
E-mail: moscowcto@yandex.ru

AUSTRIA
ZYPERN TOURISMUS
Parkring 20, A-1010 Wien
Tel. (01) 513 18 70, Fax: (01) 513 18 72
E-mail: office@zyperntourismus.at

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - ST. PETERSBURG
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
27, Furshtatskaya street, 191123 St. Petersburg
Tel: 007-812-332-58-08, Fax: 007-812-332-58-09
E-mail: spbcto@yandex.ru

FRANCE
OFFICE DU TOURISME DE CHYPRE
15, Rue de la Paix, 75002 Paris
Tel. (01) 42.61.42.49, Fax: (01) 42.61.65.13
E-mail: cto.chypre.paris@wanadoo.fr

HUNGARY
CIPRUSI IDEGENFORGALMI HIVATAL
H-1051 Budapest
Dorottya Str. 3. III floor
Tel. 00-36-1-266 6044, Fax: 00-36-1-266 6043
E-mail: ciprusinfo@t-online.hu

BELGIUM
OFFICE DU TOURISME DE CHYPRE
DIENST VOOR TOERISME VAN CYPRUS
Avenue de Cortenbergh 61, Kortenberglaan
B-1000 Bruxelles/Brussel
Tel. 02/735.06.21, Fax: 02/735.66.07
E-mail: cyprus@skynet.be
THE NETHERLANDS
CYPRUS VERKEERSBUREAU
Keizersgracht 635, 1017 DS Amsterdam
Tel. (020) 624 4358, Fax: (020) 638 3369
E-mail: cyprus.sun@planet.nl
SWEDEN
CYPERNS TURISTRÅD
Sveavägen 66, 111 43 Stockholm
Tel. (08) 10 50 25, Fax: (08) 10 64 14
E-mail: info@ctosweden.org
FINLAND
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Aleksanterinkatu 48B, 00100 Helsinki
Tel. (0) 9-476 09 100, Fax: (0) 9-476 09 120
E-mail: info@ctofinland.org

POLAND
CYPRYJSKA ORGANIZACJA TURYSTYCZNA
Piekna 20, 00-549 Warszawa
Tel.+ 48 22-827 90 36, Fax: + 48 22-827 90 34
E-mail: cto@cypr.pl
CZECH REPUBLIC
KYPERSKÁ ORGANIZACE CESTOVNÍHO RUCHU
Pod Hradbami 662/9, 160 00 Praha 6
Tel. 00-420-222-253 097, Fax: 00-420-222-251 639
E-mail: cto.prague@volny.cz
MIDDLE EAST AND ARABIAN GULF
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION
Al Ghurair Center, Office Tower, No 436B
P.O.Box 94670
Deira, Dubai, UAE
Tel. (009714) 2277637, Fax: (009414) 2277638
E-mail: tourism@cyprusme.com

Pafos International Airport
Tel: 26 42 31 61
Polis
Tel: 26 32 24 68

Paralimni - Protaras
Tel: 23 83 28 65
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www.visitcyprus.com
Cyprus Online:
The official website of the
Cyprus Tourism Organisation
provides comprehensive
information on the major
attractions of Cyprus,
complete with maps, an
updated calendar of events,
a detailed hotel guide,
downloadable photos, a travel
planner to help you organise
your trip to Cyprus and
suggested itineraries. You
will also find a list of tour
operators covering Cyprus,
information on conferences
and incentives and a wealth
of other useful information.
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General Information
ñ Cyprus is a member of the European Union
since 1st May 2004 with Euro being the
official currency since 1st January 2008.
ñ Visas: No visas are required for entry into
Cyprus by nationals of most European
countries. Nationals of other countries
should contact the nearest Consulate of the
Republic of Cyprus, or if none, the nearest
British Consulate.
ñ The importation, possession and use of
narcotics and psychotropic substances are
strictly prohibited by law.
ñ Vaccination: None required.
ñ Tap water is drinkable.
ñ Banks in Cyprus open for the public from
08:30 to 13:30. Automatic Exchange Machines
and ATM Machines operate on a 24-hour
basis. Certain banks in tourist areas open
during the afternoon.
ñ The voltage on the island is 230. Socket
outlets are of flat 3-pin type
ñ All international brands of medication are
available in well stocked pharmacies all over
Cyprus.
ñ Telephones: Cyprus’ automatic telephone
dialling system reaches over 200 countries.
Telecards can be purchased from Post
Offices, kiosks and souvenir shops.
ñ It is forbidden to remove antiquities from the
bottom of the sea, or to take them out of
Cyprus without a special export licence.
ñ Visitors should respect ecclesiastic traditions
and avoid wearing shorts and sleeveless
garments in churches and monasteries.
ñ Short cruises to the Greek islands, Egypt,
Lebanon and Syria can be taken on one of
the many comfortable cruise ships which
offer full-board accommodation and
entertainment at very reasonable prices.
ñ Tipping in restaurants, taxis etc is optional
but always welcome.
ñ A reasonably priced delicious meal popular
with the locals is ‘souvlaki stin pitta’ – kebab
in a special envelope-type bread.

Getting Around the Island

36

ñ Driving is on the left hand side of the road.
ñ All resorts are connected by modern
dual-carriageway motorways.
ñ Transurban service-taxis are shared daytime
taxis linking the main towns of Lefkosia
(Nicosia), Lemesos (Limassol), Larnaka and
Pafos. A very reasonably priced option for
travelling around.
ñ Petrol stations in all coastal areas and major
towns are equipped with automatic pumps,
accepting bank notes and international credit
cards, operating on a 24-hour basis.
ñ A number of experienced tourist companies
organise efficiently-run day trips, excursions
and tours, in modern air-conditioned
coaches with multilingual guides.
ñ Yacht charter is available, with or without crew.

PHOTOGRAPHS:
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8.
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11.
12.
13.
14
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Cyprus moufflon
Trooditissa Monastery
Kourion Early Christian Basilica
Bayraktar Mosque
Machairas Monastery
Cyprus Archaeological Museum
Kourion
Carnival
Kolossi - Medieval Castle
Kamares Aqueduct
Hala Sultan Tekesi Mosque
Agios Lazaros Church
Tombs of the Kings
Akamas Peninsula
Ag. Napa Harbour
Agios Elias, Protaras
Cape Gkreko
Agios Georgios Church, Palechori
Kalidonia Falls
Stavros tou Agiasmati Church,
Platanistasa
21.
Panagia Podithou Church, Galata
22.
Choirokitia
23.
Sanctuary of Apollon Ylatis
24.
Akamas Peninsula
25.
Troodos mountain range
26.
Kourion - Theatre
27.
Petra tou Romiou - Aphrodite’s
Birthplace
28.
Kition - Ancient city-kingdom
29.
Agia Napa
30.
Akamas Peninsula
31.
Cyprus Car Rally
32.
Flower Festival
33.
Cyprus International Conference
Centre
34-35 CTO Limassol Information Office
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