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Lefkosia (Nicosia): 70 centuries of culture
As one of Europe’s most ancient cities,

lasted from 1955 – 1959, Cyprus was declared

Lefkosia (Nicosia) has been the capital of

an independent state, and since 16 August 1960,

Cyprus for the past 1,000 years. The city

Lefkosia has been the capital of the island.

however, dates back to the Bronze Age when

Following the Turkish Invasion of the island in

it was a renown cultural and commercial

1974, Lefkosia is today the last remaining divided

centre.

capital of the European Union, of which Cyprus

The name Lefkosia most likely derived

has been a member state since 2004.

from “lefka” (λεύκα - poplar), a possible

With 228,000 inhabitants, seven municipalities and

reference to the trees that once lined the

lying at the crossroads of three different continents,

city. In ancient times, it was known by the

Lefkosia is a cultural bridge between the past

name “Ledra” (Λήδρα).

and present; the old, ancient town encircled by

The city flourished, as did the entire island,
during the Byzantine Empire era, from the
4th until the beginning of the 12th century.
In 1191 – 1192, Cyprus was passed into
the hands of Richard the Lionheart. It then

protective Venetian Walls and the modern city with
its contemporary architecture, shopping malls
and stores. Old Town and City Centre are linked
by Eleftheria (Freedom) Square, famous for the
meetings, rallies and events it hosts.

passed down to the Lusignans (Franks) and

Visitors of Lefkosia have much to experience,

later on the Venetians who repaired the city’s

both in the city and its surrounding countryside,

famous Walls. In 1571, the city came under

from the historical museums and archaeological

Ottoman rule that lasted until 1878, when

points of interest, Byzantine Churches and

the Turkish flag was replaced by the British

cultural centres, to its fantastic markets and

flag. In 1925, Cyprus was declared a British

unique cuisine. “Magic” is but one way in which

colony. After the fight for independence that

to describe the Lefkosia experience.
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Laiki Geitonia

A modern city

Old Lefkosia:
the city within the Walls

Cyprus’ diminutive size is greatly disproportionate to the wealth
of treasures that you will discover during your visit to its capital.
Dating back to the Bronze Age Lefkosia is perhaps the only
area of Cyprus that has been continuously inhabited since
the Chalcolithic Era (3000 B.C until present day), with its first
inhabitants settling in the fertile Mesaoria Plain.
Lefkosia’s illustrious history and geographical uniqueness
have made it a crossroads for some of history’s most important
civilisations. Imprints left by greats such as the Ptolemies,
Romans and the Byzantines, the Franks, Venetians, Ottomans
and finally the British may be encountered in one’s travails
through the Old City area of Lefkosia.

Old Town
The MallLedras
of Cyprus
Str.

Lefkosia is a city that will reward visitors in search of ‘something different’. As a result of the various architectural
influences that are visible throughout the city, one cannot help but be charmed by the manner in which past and
present, traditional and contemporary have seamlessly fused together. The modern city centre will capture your
imagination from the start, with its melting pot of influences that give the city a unique image, expression and
outlook.
The city’s cultural presence and the experiences one will gain from its ancient landmarks, museums, theatres,
musical events and the art that fill its galleries both inspire and fascinate. The streets of Makariou, Ledras,
Onasagorou, Stassikratous and Mnasiadou offer shopping options that are comparable to many European
countries. Lefkosia also offers Cypriot and international culinary temptations in the many luxury restaurants that
line its streets.
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The modern city

It may surprise some to discover that Lefkosia has not always
been the impressive capital that one encounters today.
Historians believe that that it was built over the ancient city of
Ledra, a small town that existed around 7th – 8th century B.C.
It was only when the monarchical institutions fell at the end of
the 4th century that Lefkosia was able to take advantage of its
natural resources and geographical position at the centre of the
island. Cyprus’ last days as a monarchy ended with the Franks
when Catherine Cornaro, the last Queen of Cyprus, was forced
to give the island to Venetians.
Old Lefkosia is surrounded by the Venetian Walls, behind which
one may discover the city’s historic past unfold into a magical
labyrinth of museums, old churches and medieval buildings.
The Lefkosia Walls were built by the Franks in the 16th century
after the Lusignan kings arrived on the island. The Venetians
however, realised that the walls did not offer adequate
protection from invaders and tore them down, replacing them
with the walls that remain until present day. The Ottomans
repaired the Walls and covered them with stones during their
occupation of Lefkosia. Until today, the Walls are the most well
preserved construction in the city.
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Countryside:
escape to something different

Lefkosia Walks: There are three routes one can follow; Chrysaliniotissa and Kaimakli, Inside the Walls and Outside
the Walls. These walks are organized by the Lefkosia Municipality free of charge and are led by tour guides. They
begin and end at the Information Office of the Cyprus Tourism Organization (CTO) in Laiki Geitonia, 11 Aristokyprou
Street (east of Eleftheria Square),Tel: 22674264

Once you have walked around the city of Lefkosia, do not
hesitate to escape to its surrounding areas, where short
distances and a modern road network will facilitate your trips
and afford you the opportunity to experience the wild beauty
of the Cypriot countryside. From Machairas Forrest and the
historic monastery to the tip of the Troodos Mountains, there is
much to discover. The inherent countryside hospitality will open
your eyes to a more traditional way of life, reviving arts from
the last century. One place worth visiting is St Panteleimonas
Monastery (Ahera) that lies to the west of Lefkosia and dates
back to the 18th century. Also interesting is Church of Varnavas
and Ilarionos in the village of Peristerona, an excellent example
of byzantine Cypriot architecture from the 9th century.

Do not forget to take a walk through Laiki Geitonia, where you have the opportunity to see some remarkable
examples of traditional urban architecture as well as other small art workshops.
In the same area, one will also encounter the Leventio Museum with its collections of architectural findings,
medieval armours and other documentation of Lefkosia’s evolution. Seek out Trypiotis Church that dates back to
1695, Phaneromeni Church and The Cross of Missirikos, an old Byzantine church with gothic Italian elements that
was converted into Araplar Mosque in 1571. Also noteworthy is the Armenian Church and Monastery (Notre Dame
de Tyre) that was originally a nunnery during 13th century; this particular church also has architectural elements
from the 14th century, since renovations taking place were never completed the Ottoman siege. The Church only
took on its present form after the fall of the Ottoman Empire. The Omerie area lies at the heart of the inner wall
city and includes important examples of urban architecture, including the notable landmarks Omerie Mosque and
Baths.
While you are in Laiki Geitonia, stop by the Lefkosia Local Market which is located next to the Arts Centre and the old
inns. This area once made up the socioeconomic centre of the inner – wall city and continues to be a meeting point
for Lefkosia’s multi-cultural citizens.

Phikardou

Make sure you drop in at Phikardou Village. Although it was
abandoned during the 19th century, it has since been declared
an important historical landmark and is a testament to
traditional architecture and woodworks from the 18th century.
The village is also home to the Agricultural Museum. The
village of St. Varvaras houses the last remaining workshop
from the first Industrial Era, where homes and work areas
met under one roof. It displays equipment dating back to 1920,
including a flour mill, an olive crusher and a grape crusher.
Taking a south-westerly direction, one will encounter the Royal
Tombs of Tamassos. This village is known for the grandiose
limestone statues from the 6th century that are displayed in its
Archaeological Museum. Close by is the Holy Monastery of St.
Heraklidou, built in 1773.
During your expedition to the countryside, do not forget to
sample some traditional delicacies and discover the culinary
secrets of the Cypriot cuisine, famous for being the richest and
most abundant of the Mediterranean.
More than 50 accommodation units are waiting to welcome you
to experience the most special part of your trip to the heart of
the capital’s surrounding countryside.
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War Art Gallery, with paintings from the Greek Revolution of 1821 and Greek
mythology.Tel: 22430008

Cyprus Archaelogical Museum

Ammochostos Gate

Laiki Geitonia

Chrysaliniotissa Church
Leventio - Municipal Museum of Lefkosia

Important Landmarks: become acquainted with Lefkosia

The Pancyprian Gymnasium Museums are housed in 12 rooms of the
oldest gymnasium in Cyprus. The Museums pay homage to the history of the
school and house archaeological and coin collections of Cypriot origin as well
as collections of old maps and guns that are primarily of Cypriot origin. There
is also a picture gallery, with works from artists that were once teachers or
alumni of the school and the Museum of Natural History. The collections are
completed by a large and impressive example of gothic sculpture unique to
Cyprus. Tel: 22466014
The Leventio – Municipal Museum of Lefkosia was formed in 1984
from a donation made by Anastasios Leventis and is the first historical museum
of Cyprus. The museum exhibits the history of Lefkosia from the Chalcolithic
Period (3000 B.C) until present day. It has a wealth of exhibits and also hosts
many interesting events. Tel: 22661475

The Cyprus Archaeological Museum is the largest museum of its kind in Cyprus and houses a rich collection
of works dating from the Neolithic Period until the First Byzantine Period (7th century). Tel: 22865854
Laiki Geitonia lies at the heart of Old Lefkosia. The buildings that line its narrow streets reflect traditional

Hatzigeorgaki Kornesiou Manor Ethnological Museum is one of the

Cypriot architectural trends, with strong Greek, Frankish, Venetian and Turkish influences present in the designs.
Several of these buildings have been restored and operate as shops, restaurants and art workshops.

most spectacular constructions from the 18th century.Kornesiou was one of
the most prominent Dragomans during the Turkish occupancy and the manor
is part of his estate. Having being renovated by its owner in 1793, the manor
today houses the Ethnological Museum and was awarded the Europa Nostra
award in 1988. Tel: 22305316

Chrysaliniotissa Area unfolds around the homonymous church of Holy Mary of Chrysaliniotissa. Another point
of interest is the Workshop Centre that has eight workshops and a coffee house located within a common yard. The
area has many taverns and bars, where one can partake in delicious refreshments.

Hatzigeorgaki Kornesiou Manor

The Lefkosia Municipal Arts Centre is housed in the old Electricity

Tel: (for the Workshop Centre): 22347465

Authority station and an important example of 1920’s industrial architecture.
It is home to the Exhibitions Halls and the History of Art Library that has more
than 6000 books. Tel: 22432577

Ammochostos Gate was described in 1770 by P. John Lopez as being architecturally comparable to edifices
found in Barcelona. The Gate was restored by architects and archaeologists and has since been honoured with the
Europa Nostra award. The Gate has operated as a cultural centre for the Municipality of Lefkosia since 1981, hosting
many interesting events. Tel: 22430877

The Museum of Folk Arts was founded in 1937 and is housed in the spaces
of the Old Archbishop’s Manor, opposite the Pancyprian Gymnasium. The
museum’s collection has examples of weaving, pottery, weaving, metalworks
and others. Also of note is the gate of St. Mamantos (19th century) that inspired
George Seferis’ poem, ‘Details of Cyprus’. Tel: 22432578

The Archbishop Makarios III Cultural Foundation – Byzantine Museum and Art Rooms is located
next to the Archbishop’s Manor, (near St. Ioannis Cathedral Church) and is made up of three exhibition spaces: the
Museum of Byzantine Art that is home to some rare icons from 5th – 19th century, the European Art Gallery, with oil
paintings from the school of Rubens, Delacroix Lorain and others (16th – 19th century) and the Greek Independence

Other museums worth visiting include: the Cyprus Coin Museum, the George and
Nefeli Chiapra Pieridi Museum, the Classic Motorcycle Museum and many others.
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Trypiotis Church

Churches and religious monuments
Cyprus is known as the ‘island of the saints’, a claim justified by its rich mosaic
of Byzantine and gothic churches and deep-rooted Christian tradition. Visitors
of Lefkosia will encounter edifices from various epochs and architectural
trends traced back to many religions and dogmas.

Churches
One of the most important churches of Lefkosia is the Cathedral Church of St.
Ioannis, where all Archbishops of Cyprus have received the Holy Sacrament
since the 18th century. Panagia Chrysaliniotissa is the oldest Byzantine church
in Lefkosia and was built in 1450 by the empress Eleni Paleologou; it and is
noted for its vast collection of rare and ancient icons. Phaneromeni was built
in 1872 next to an ancient Orthodox nunnery and is the largest church inside
the Walls. Trypiotis Church was built in 1695 by Archbishop Germanos and is
dedicated to the Archangel Michael. It is considered an important architectural
example of the Franco – Byzantine Era. One will also encounter the Catholic
Church of the Holy Cross (1902) in Old Lefkosia and the Anglican Church of St.
Paul in the centre of the modern city.

Mosque

Arts & crafts

Your trip to Lefkosia is a walk through 7000 years of history. The cultural richness that characterises the city
manifests itself in every corner, paying tribute to all the civilisations that once passed through Cyprus.

Mosques

10

Cypriot halloumi

A cultural symposium

One may also visit the Monastery of Archangel Michael (close to Analyontas
Village) that dates back to the Byzantine Era, the Monastery of St. Heraklidou,
built near the tomb of the saint it is named after and finally Machairas
Monastery, that dates from the First Iconoclastic Period (730 – 843 A.D) and
was founded in 1148.

At the centre of Old Lefkosia lays Missirikos Church, an edifice built in 1500,
with strong medieval, byzantine gothic and Italian Renaissance architectural
elements. It was converted into the Araplar Mosque in 1572. The Omerie
Mosque was originally an Augustinian church run by monks and was dedicated
to the Holy Mary. It was built in the 14th century and was converted into a
mosque by Mustafa Pasa in 1571. Next to this are the The Omerie Baths
that were built during the 16th century as a gift to the city of Lefkosia by Lala
Moustafa Pasa. These have now been restored and are operate normally as a
spa. Next to the Constanza Bastion is The Bayraktari Mosque, where a Turkish
soldier laid to rest the remains of Ottomans that fell during the city’s siege in
1571. Another mosque can be found in Peristerona Village.

Cyprus Archaelogical Museum

Omerie Baths

On St. George’s Hill in the heart of modern Lefkosia (behind the avenues of Grivas Digenis and Dimosthenous
Severi), archaeological digs have brought to light an ancient cyclical edifice, the last remaining part of a
chalolithic settlement (2800 – 2500 B.C). Digs in the same area uncovered settlements from the Archaic, Classic
and Hellenistic periods that come complete with infrastructure plans (roads, sewage systems etc). A wealth of
treasures were also discovered – plaques, pottery, idols made of limestone and mud, copper and rare silver coins
dating from 5th – 16th century A.D.
Many ecclesiastical buildings have also been discovered north of the hill, which date from the 5th - 16th century.

Arts and Handicrafts
Art connoisseurs will be impressed by the rich handicraft traditions of Lefkosia. Visual arts also have a special
place in Lefkosia’s cultural scene where throughout history, artists have left their mark on the city and afforded us
an insight into the city’s cultural past.
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manifests itself in every corner, paying tribute to all the civilisations that once passed through Cyprus.

Mosques
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Cypriot halloumi

A cultural symposium

One may also visit the Monastery of Archangel Michael (close to Analyontas
Village) that dates back to the Byzantine Era, the Monastery of St. Heraklidou,
built near the tomb of the saint it is named after and finally Machairas
Monastery, that dates from the First Iconoclastic Period (730 – 843 A.D) and
was founded in 1148.

At the centre of Old Lefkosia lays Missirikos Church, an edifice built in 1500,
with strong medieval, byzantine gothic and Italian Renaissance architectural
elements. It was converted into the Araplar Mosque in 1572. The Omerie
Mosque was originally an Augustinian church run by monks and was dedicated
to the Holy Mary. It was built in the 14th century and was converted into a
mosque by Mustafa Pasa in 1571. Next to this are the The Omerie Baths
that were built during the 16th century as a gift to the city of Lefkosia by Lala
Moustafa Pasa. These have now been restored and are operate normally as a
spa. Next to the Constanza Bastion is The Bayraktari Mosque, where a Turkish
soldier laid to rest the remains of Ottomans that fell during the city’s siege in
1571. Another mosque can be found in Peristerona Village.

Cyprus Archaelogical Museum

Omerie Baths

On St. George’s Hill in the heart of modern Lefkosia (behind the avenues of Grivas Digenis and Dimosthenous
Severi), archaeological digs have brought to light an ancient cyclical edifice, the last remaining part of a
chalolithic settlement (2800 – 2500 B.C). Digs in the same area uncovered settlements from the Archaic, Classic
and Hellenistic periods that come complete with infrastructure plans (roads, sewage systems etc). A wealth of
treasures were also discovered – plaques, pottery, idols made of limestone and mud, copper and rare silver coins
dating from 5th – 16th century A.D.
Many ecclesiastical buildings have also been discovered north of the hill, which date from the 5th - 16th century.

Arts and Handicrafts
Art connoisseurs will be impressed by the rich handicraft traditions of Lefkosia. Visual arts also have a special
place in Lefkosia’s cultural scene where throughout history, artists have left their mark on the city and afforded us
an insight into the city’s cultural past.
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Ceramics and woodworks are deeply rooted in Cypriot
society. Crockery and vases are adorned with unique
designs, while intricate woodworks decorate church
temples and furniture. Cyprus however, is most famous
for the weaving created by the hands of skilled women
and is found in laces, tablecloths and sheets. One may
encounter these handicrafts in the small shops that are
dotted around Laiki Geitonia. There is also a wealth of
exhibits in the Cypriot Handicraft Centre, which exhibits
examples of liturgical handicrafts, as well as examples
of everyday utensils. Lefkara embroidery and Phytiotika
lace are particularly striking as well as other works,
such as ceramics from the villages of the villages of
Korno and Phini.

Museums
Lefkosia’s museums reflect the long and varied history
of the island, one of the most important being the Cyprus
Archaeological Museum, where one may admire an extensive
collection of archaeological findings. Also noteworthy is the
Byzantine Museum with its vast collection of religious icons.
Equally important is the National Struggle Museum where one
may discover more recent happenings from Cyprus’ history.
It is worth paying a visit to the Cyprus Coin Museum and the
Pancyprian Geographical Museum. When escaping to the natural
beauties of the city, make sure you take the time to visit the
Cyprus Museum of Natural History and take a walk around the
Athalassa National Forrest Park.

Cyprus bread

Traditional music
Cyprus is rich in music and dance, whose styles are very
different to those encountered in Europe. Traditional
dances are accompanied by the violin and the lute, a
traditional string instrument with four double strings
that is played with a plectrum made from the wing of
an eagle or vulture. Skilled dancers often perform
face – to – face or cyclically; the element of courting is
often present in these dances.

Traditional Architecture
In traditional urban constructions found in Lefkosia, one will
become acquainted with a form of art that has proven to be as
long-lasting as it is practical. Houses built from wood and stone,
roofs built of reeds and olive tree branches decorate urban and
suburban Lekfosia where they co-exist with their contemporary
counterparts. A noteworthy example that is worth visiting is the
village of Phikardou; it was awarded the Europa Nostra award
in 1987 for preserving the local architectural style to a high
standard and for its impressive woodwork arts from the 18 th
century.

Woodworks

Traditional delicacies
The traditional Cypriot cuisine is laden with delicacies
and owes its myriad of flavours, such as bread, the
famous halloumi, flaounes (Easter pastries), soutzioukos
(a sweet made with grape juice) and trachanas (soup
made from cracked wheat with yoghurt).

Traditional Architecture
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Open business horizons

The most powerful service centre in Eastern Europe

In addition to its cultural heritage and multi-faceted character, modern Lefkosia has cemented its position as the
most powerful business centre in Eastern Europe. In recent years, the capital of Cyprus has expanded its horizons
with continual prospects for development, claiming a place on the map as an up-and-coming, dynamic business
destination. Lefkosia’s infrastructure and construction activities, in addition its contemporary outlines have revived
the city’s capabilities and are a testament to its European identity and cosmopolitan spirit.

Lefkosia has been a premier destination for
international businesses for several years, providing
corporate shelter, advantageous tax rates and
low operational costs. Following the island’s E.U
membership accession in May 2004, Lefkosia has
gained new development prospects and now rightfully
claims a place on the map of important business
destinations. Cyprus’ strategic location makes the
island a commercial bridge with the Middle East and
establishes Lefkosia as a worthy investment centre
and point of reference for international business
deals. Its positive commercial climate, highly
educated workforce and modern communications
network, combined with banking and legal systems
cement Lefkosia’s position as a modern business
capital.
In these fastpaced times, the need to combine business
activities with rest, relaxation and entertainment gives
Lefkosia an added advantage, since businessmen are
able to combine their business activities with a walk
around the historic Old City or the modern city centre.
Lefkosia also provides an easy escape route to the
countryside, where one can enjoy true hospitality, the
unique Cypriot wildlife, traditional wine factories or
even the local markets that have been preserved for
centuries.

Business climate

In a business capacity, Lefkosia has established itself as one of the most attractive destinations of its kind, thanks
to the Cyprus’ privileged geographical positioning between three continents, E.U membership and the city’s
modern hotel and conference facilities.
Lefkosia also offers an excellent variety of health services, both in diagnostic and therapeutic capacity and is made
up of modern facilities and well – trained staff. The city also has the ability to satisfy the demands of amateur and
professional athletes through its international - standard, modern facilities that cater to a wide variety of sports.
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The capital of international meetings

Lefkosia is capable of accommodating all your conference needs,
offering modern hotel and conference centres, high – calibre
services and modern technological facilities.
Cyprus’ telecommunications system gives the island a clear
advantage in the conference hosting industry and is a rewarding
experience for those who choose it; it is also considered a
technology capital, providing solutions to the modern world’s
demands. Lefkosia’s ability to host scientific, educational and state
conferences is supported by more than its modern spaces and
high level of services for such events. Technological advances,
particularly in I.T and communications allow business visitors to
be connected to the world, through such means as teleconferences
and rapid internet access.

Health and wellness centre

Hotel facilities are able to extend themselves to the entertainment
needs of conference attendees, offering all the facilities the
business executive or scientist may need, such as swimming
pools, tennis courts, luscious green gardens, bars, spas and gyms.
Lefkosia’s hotels are also known for the high standard of local and
international cuisine they prepare, allowing its guests to sample
from a rich variety of delicacies.

In recent years, Lefkosia has developed a reputation for being a distinguished health destination, providing superior
treatments at competitive prices. An attractive alternative to the increasing numbers tourists travelling for health
reasons, Lefkosia provides affordable diagnostic and therapy packages, timely treatment, contemporary facilities, as
well as alternative therapies. By combining these qualities with the peaceful and revitalising climate of the capital,
in addition to competitive prices, Lefkosia has become an attractive alternative those seeking medical treatment in
their home countries.

Lefkosia is a rich and rewarding experience for all those who
choose to visit the city, thanks to its rich cultural treasures and
modern commercial & entertainment centre. It is for this exact
reason that for many years now, it has become known as a fully
comprehensive conference destination that has hosted several
prestigious meetings.

Available treatments include, among others:
• Preventative tests and diagnostic checks (e.g.: annual health checks, gynaecological examinations, mammograms)
• General surgical procedures (e.g.: orthopaedics, transplants and heart surgery)
• Ophthalmological therapies (e.g.: eye tests, surgical procedures, laser eye surgery)
• Dental treatment (e.g.: aesthetical procedures, periodontal treatments, prosthetics, orthodontics etc)
• Cosmetic and reconstructive surgery
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• Fertility Treatments
• Orthopaedic therapies and physiotherapy
• Cardiological treatments
• Haemodialysis
The high standard of individual treatment is as
much guaranteed during therapeutic treatment
as much as it is during the healing process.
Cyprus’ healthcare system is well-equipped
and technologically advanced, ensuring patient
health and safety and advanced treatment
methods. An added advantage is that there are
no waiting lists. All healthcare organisations are
known for their well – trained medical, nursing
and paramedical staff that are familiar with
several languages.
In Lefkosia, one may combine health treatment
with more pleasurable activities. The pleasantly
mild and sunny climate lasts throughout most
of the year, with long summers and mild
winters that help accelerate the healing and
post – operation process. The well – developed
touristic infrastructure is complete with highquality hotel facilities and resorts, as well as
excellent catering and accommodation facilities.
The locals’ warm and hospitable nature makes
one feel completely at home, ensuring thus a
restful visit.

Olympic Shooting Range

A city for all sports

Cyprus is an ideal location for sports activities throughout the year, due to its optimum weather conditions and
modern infrastructure system. More specifically, the city of Nicosia offers a wide range of contemporary, fully
equipped sports facilities that will satisfy even the most demanding professional or amateur sportspersons. Several
international sports events have taken place in Nicosia’s facilities, and teams across all sports fields have chosen the
city for their training purposes.
Some of Nicosia’s most contemporary sports facilities include the GSP (Gymnastikos Syllogos ta Pagkypria Pancyprian Sports Club), which consists of two main sporting units: a football stadium and a track and field area,
the Eleftheria -Tassos Papadopoulos Indoor Hall, an up to date sports hall that is used for basketball matches,
gymnastics, karate, taekwondo, volleyball, squash, judo and ping pong games. Another important construction is
the Lefkosia Multipurpose Indoor Hall, which was designed and constructed in accordance with strict international
sporting guidelines; it includes a hall for rhythmic and display gymnastics, a multipurpose sports hall with room for
all team sports.
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The GSP stadium consists of two main sporting units: a football
stadium and a track and field area. The football field opened in
1999 and has been graded by UEFA as a Category 3 facility, the
highest possible score in its category. It offers a modern, fully
equipped weights room and medical centre, locker rooms
for teams and athletes, training fields, air-conditioning in all
common areas in addition to many other facilities for athletes
who require a fully comprehensive training facility.
The track and field stadium is the only one of its kind in Cyprus
and is built specifically for classical sports. Fully equipped
for track events, it has been classified by the International
Association ofAthletics Federation (IAAF) as suitable (Class
1) for international track events. The synthetic track (‘tartan’)
was refurbished in May 2007.

GSP Football Stadium

The stadium often hosts international track and field events
and was used by several athletic teams as a training centre
ahead of the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens.
The Lefkosia Public Swimming Pool meets Olympic standards
(21x50m) with eight lanes. It also consists of a separate heated
diving pool (21x23m) with concrete diving platforms for 1, 3, 6,
8 and 10 metres. The pool has been used for training by the
Greece and Cyprus teams, in addition to hosting international
events such as the Balkan Games.

Municipal Swimming Pool

The Olympic Shooting Range was constructed in 1989 in the
Apalos area of Latsia. It belongs to the Lefkosia Shooting
Organization and is considered one of the best shooting
ranges in Europe. Its facilities meet the demands of the
strictest guidelines and it is due to this fact that the Range
has hosted several international and European events, such
as Shooting World Cup events in 1994, 1997, 1999 and 2001,
in addition to the 2000 Final. It has also hosted European
Championship events in 1998, 2004 and 2008 as well as World
Championships in 1995, 2003 and 2007. It consists of four
Olympic – quality skit and four trap fields. It also has eight
fields dedicated to the popular ‘Sporting’ event. The Olympic
Shooting Range houses 10m air-riffle target facilities with 18
spaces.

Lefkosia Multipurpose Indoor Hall
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